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YARDOOGARRA ABORIGINAL CORPORATION 

127. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure: 

How does the minister justify the answer given yesterday to question 105, which was in part - 

 (1) Can the minister confirm that - 

  . . .  

  (b) the Department for Planning and Infrastructure is proposing to grant freehold title 
over Dampier location 324 (reserve 1517) to the Yardoogarra Aboriginal 
Corporation? 

The answer given was as follows -  

   It is not proposed to grant freehold title to the Yardoogarra Aboriginal Corporation 
over Dampier location 324. 

In fact, the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Broome Shire Council on 1 March 2005, page 31, section 
9.3.3, state “Applicant: Department for Planning and Infrastructure” for “proposed freehold lot of Dampier 
location 324 (reserve 1517) Yardoogarra”.  Also, the minutes summary includes the following wording - 

 The Department for Planning and Infrastructure requests Council’s agreement to the creation of 
conditional freehold tenure for Lot 324 (Reserve 1517) in favour of the Yardoogarra Aboriginal 
Corporation. 

I ask - 

(1) Are the minutes of the Broome Shire Council wrong? 

(2) If the minutes of the Broome Shire Council are not wrong, why did the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure give this house a misleading answer? 

(3) What were the actual discussions that occurred between the Department for Planning and Infrastructure 
and the Broome Shire Council on this issue? 

Hon ADELE FARINA replied: 
Mr President, you will be relieved to know that the answer is shorter than the question.  I thank the member for 
some notice of this question.  

(1)-(2) The minutes reflect the information available to the council at 1 March 2005.  Subsequent to that 
council meeting, the Kimberley Land Council advised the Department for Planning and Infrastructure 
on 17 March 2005 that the land holding authority would be the Rubibi Aboriginal Land, Heritage and 
Development Company.  On 18 March 2005, the shire was advised of this change by e-mail to the 
director of planning. 

(3) The Department for Planning and Infrastructure advises that there were no discussions between DPI and 
the Shire of Broome on this issue.  Issues were addressed by correspondence.  Letters dated 11 August, 
19 November and 22 December 2004 and an e-mail dated 18 March 2005 refer to this matter, and are 
retained on DPI files.  These documents can be made available to the member. 

 


